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story of Cormavden

e Tound tman *hat -rovided v Jr.doin ", Clarke in 7is interesting

R S

wapk on 3sspesia, L'ILE TESCEE, when he wrotes

irst rizit to the 7a2spé country (snd that vas meny Tears

4 \ -

20 ) my corvanion of Yale, Th-mrles selhmchest, 224 I czrried a letter
of irtroiuction to Jr. Tilliazm ‘rkshem, lon— *he Tederal inzZnector
maping “i-varies or *the w-ole -ulf ~n2st sn® for =3ill loazer

a medicz2l vractitioner in G~mspe. e was Cammander ‘tisham, :=inner
of the o-ficizl ecruiser, “irst the T TADIZIUE and aftervards the
2RINCESS, the hest 'mown nersona-~e in 211 Zespé 2nd =21l its surrounding
coasts, o7 the guevec Lahrador, Trince Zlward Icland 23 the iclands

0f the Gulf. To his 24dmirsble training in ~uman =n=tomy, phrsioloz]

and natholozy was aided an evirsordinary 2n® orobs-ly unique

agauaintance with ever— phse of the Titkeries,

]
'

ot a=iy its »ropelr
“uziness ~ut “he ssience of it, -2 iolozy =2ni economy of *he “izhes,
He was a man o~ science o° high merit. Zluff, hendsome, weatherceaten
bvy a t-ousand ~z2les, a cordial z2nd ~racious host, an autocratic
executive ani ma-istrate, ne knew the coast, iis natural and its
human history, 2s no one =lse could, »ut his modesty z2nd reserve,

nis Aisposition to see little in ni: work ~ut th-e execution of
commonvlace duty, kevt is hani “rom 2 not tco 'wi'ling pen and
deprived nis country of what s-ould h-ve teen fthe record of a
meritorious, zcientific and not unromentic service. A few summers azo
the FITIICESS ironped anchor in the south hev at Percé, ani ne came
aghore in nis -~ig, 2121 while niz saiiors ~were in the rillzaze for

sunplies, e sat o- the “ottom of an oturned w-2le “oat while I
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inyeisrled him into some of his reminisences, znf Te-red iz onee Tore
to "ynite iz book"; “or the took that was in “ia could 0% »z wpitten

- apgther. T s-suld zot know where fTo "esin or pnd", 12 renlied.

e “~und *he end indeed “~fore ithe he-~inzning, Tor cnly a Taw sonths
~aszed 2ad “is wmvritien ctory mas clozed"

i=gnrsizns of today =re rewinded o the 11i7e =nd ia2fluence cof %is

ramaplahle =an in a mober of ays. The enmmunity of “izkehzm nn “he
“rautiful Touth-Tsst ‘rm of * dpe Say Hezpg i~ same As dnes Jakeham Zay
Aw Adstond Tolamsdap, e caplid zisne  Rouse, AT EEN 0 Bl T e i1
s nis Tasve rome :ill -~tands, overlcnking %he Tuzin o vepe 8t the

sorner of ‘zkehem =nd Tueen =reets. T2t 2 cTory wanld *n told of the

tg walls could tazlk

e
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nast eentury in =aspe if only the cztones of
ind in a tree-znzded tlot of Szspe's St.Pzul inglican Cemetery 4 ~odest
tomb-stone marks his “inal resting rlace. The site cverlooks the raven

“rom which he o~ten z2iled “or the Aiztant and often danzerous waters

Fiy

of the Iulf, Jorth Chore and the :irctic.
Tt is with reserve that I venture to write of Nommander .‘a2keham,wn0
was o the senerztion of mr srandfather, =2S +t-epe are, no doubt, =zemories
of “im persisting =2mong Gaspesians. As, or instance, the recollections
of Mrs. Jenry Viller Clark who nas written:

"T naye a c=ilddésh ~emory of Commcndier 7akehzam and "0 E ASH"

waich T »ave crerished. I vent to "CYE AZH" =ith v Aunt Alma

Palmer "ho used to work “-ere ~nfore ner ~zrriaze. 1Y was &
cold day =znd l'rs. Dumeresq mixed lunt Alma a sweet -inger drink.
tmen I refused one *ne Commnder jokinsly =nsked =e if I would
1ike some ":in" without the "ger'"; then zave e 2 waz of after-
iinner rmints 2ni ook me into ™“is conservztory “c see =is tlants

ani Slowers. I 7istinctly remember an orange OF leron tree with



“wnit “rowing on it. I was zlso nztonished to see water drawm

from a %a2p insisad of %“eing pumped.e.”

The late Tharles lavis of 1aspé ahared wit™ me hiz meny rzecollsciions
of Tormander ‘zkeham., 'e reczlled that ih
sonstructed over 2 veriod of ears "y skilled iaspe eorz’isman such 23S
the late Luther Co=fin. I= particulzr e rememvered the =2i7ition o7 %he
asic Srom 2nd the -~lass-roofed Conservatory. i3 a visitor to "CII LTHT

L) 1 B

with his “~*her, -ohn F,Davis, he had heen “zscinated " “he disvlav of

anima]l “rovhies =nd Tommander ‘nkeham's colilection of fine, Inzlish-made
~ung <-2%t were kevot in the 3tortinz Foom. “ollowing T e “esth of Za=nmander

=

"akeham, Charles Davis, z2lso an ardent zrorts *izherman =nd hunter, =2cauired
some of *-ese vrized -uns from the Jakeham estate. ~mon:z the “riends of
fommander “akeham who were his ~uests in Gasp€ fthe n2mes of I'essrs. Zland,
tarland 2nd Stimpson were reczlled. They had nrivete yachts that would be
moored iz the Zasin. It was Charles DJavis' recollection that amonz the men
of Caspe who were enszeged in ceason by Commander Takeham and his ~uests
vere Amasa and John .scah and 7ilton Guiznion - it is probably that their
jescendents have memorabilia of that veriod. A copy of the Last 7ill and
Testament of Co~mander ’‘akeham was preserved amonz the Davis FPapers and is
~efore me as I write.

From the nome of Lawrence Annett of York I have, by courtesy of
Stevhen Coull, pictures of the S,S,DIANA, the ship in which Commander
“akeham and his crew, including men of Gaspé, sailed on an historic
expedition to Hudson Bay, Cumberland Strait and the Arctic Islands in
1897. The sisnificance of that vovage has been stressed by the article

of Daniel Trancis in the Cansdian Geocrapaical Journal of 1977 entitled:

STAKING CANADA'S CLAIM TO THE ARCTIC ISLANDS.

The vortrait of Commander 'akeham bty Topley oI Oitawa, submitted
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with this article, is a copy of the one ziven o~ nim to ™is Gz3pé “riend,
mv randfather, Telix J.innett.
Tile wrecordis of the Litersry ani Tistorical Tociety of Tuedec, She
and the Canzdian ‘Jovernment leports have rizlded information on Jommander
“akeham's life ani coreer, one n2n onlv recret, =s 4id Dr.John “l=rke, srat
he A4id not record, "imself, the remmriable riory of 1is experirnces and

accomrliishments.,

Twom c¢-urch records o the cii~+ of Tusbec Sar +m creay 1345 e lezrn

ek

"31liam, son of “sorze “akehzm o
Touse of Correction znd of lzry, :is wife, b7 hrer mriden
~ame, _-avidson, was horn ovember 30th and %zptized

December 25th.,1245
by me,

3.W.,7i11ls (Incumbent)

Chapel of the Foly Trinity

m-g marvrizze of William's pzrents, iecorge akeham, 8-orekeever, of
Juebec and lary, 3azugziter of Villiam DJavidson, Tarmer, of Ste.Foy h2d
been solernized on Christmas Eve, 1840, in the Chapel of the Holy Trinity,
Juebec hv the Rev. Z.W.lills. O their c~ildren, a dauzhter, Eliza, <orn
in 1843, 4ied in infanecy. 7illiam was born in 1345 and was Tollowed by
a dauchter, Zlizabeth in 1848 and a son, Zeorge, in 1248, The rext son,
Thomas, “orn in 1850 died in infaney . In the Aercade 1850 - 1860 tw
sons, James and Zeorge and two dau~hters, Tary and Annie were horn to

complete the 7akeham family.
Tn 1845 leorze "zkeham was a-vointed as the Superinteniant of the

sewly “ounded CZeauvort ILunatic isvlum, Zor scome VRArS nreviously there

had heen public a-itation in “uebec and Aistrict for the provision of
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an institution for tze caore of the mentzlly

es

|-Jo

ad h=en made to the fToverament, »articulzrly »r the hoszrital authorit
who hore an ever iincreasing and irntolerable “urden in z2%temnbinz To cnre
“or “oth %the vphysically and mentally il1l., The clkallenze w=s met by % -ree
nro~inent “uebec doctors, Souzlas, orrin =z:d Tremont, vho Tounded the

Jezuport Lunatic isylum on the fine country estate of Judze de Zonne in

3zauvort., Trom this oriziazl Ioundstion has ~rowvn the ~reat institution

xnown today as the Robert 7iffard "ediczl Tentre, one of Tznzda's

Tirmest centers for the trezatment =nd care of the mentally ill.
rin® the Tivrst iwo scrdes of the Tiaupvort fzclumls exiztenee, 1S

irst Superint

(D

ndant, Jcorze ‘zkeham, sstzhlizhed a solid rroputation =zs

a concerned ~nd competent z-dministrator.

Young 7illiam Takeham ~rew up in the stimulating e:xvironment of 19th
Tentury Juebeec with its bhusy shipbuilding yards, vast timber coves,
international maritime traffic znd *usy commerce of the 3t.Lawrence
wvaterway and hinterland. After completing *“is secondary cchool studies
2% Juebeec iizh ZIchool, 7illizm enrolled at Victoria Colleze, Cobourz.

“e 2lso studied at the Zoyal Tchool of Military Tnstruction at Tuebec,
sraduating with distinction in 1865. Having decided to train as a doctor
he then entered the School of Yedicine of McGill Tniversity whence he

~raduated M.D.,C.M.

Though I have been unable to document the reasons that led Dr..illiam
“lakeham to estzblish nis medical practice in Gaspé, I suspect that the
influence of Dr. Fierre Fortin may have bheen = factor, A fellow IIcGill
graduate in medicine, and pioneer Overseer of the Fisheries in the Lower
River and Culf of St.Lawrence, Dr.Fortin knew Gespé well and may have
sooken to young Dr, akeham of the need and o»nortunities Zor medical

rractice in Gzspé.




leanwhile, in ‘uebec, Tillizm's father, Tsorge mxehzm, 7d zeen “he

~ced for the estaxlizhment of z-other instisution t2n Sh2t o7 lhe Zzaunert
“umstie Ssrium to caire Tor ment2l itlzess eonsr-lly onmd trose rausat on
zore specifically by inenristy. To trat end te purchnsed, - 1354, Zrom

the “criaque otre zme of ‘uebec., ‘-e rropsxiy of RERIGED = B T-acious
<ansion set in twenty-six nrvents of ‘rounds - ind Srtare set up “he
ingtitution ksovm =28 the TILICHT Z5TRZAT,. The TZILICHT =stzte was of zuch

=)

“istoric sisnificance that = wrief =ccount of
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rins the'Svengh Tetide "theiezirie of L0, copmarising, some Ioux

Fie neres of land o the est of “uwecec :zlonz “he Jle.-oy

iy

Zoad, w=s omed wr the Jesuits. ntandant. Jesn Tslon, l=ater
’ ]

2cqauited the estate. Tollovins the Tritish Tonquest 2CTIONT tgceme the
oroverty of the “irst Tovernor, lener=zl James lurray. In 1775, furing the
imerican inv-sion of Tuebec, General Tichard Tontzomery occuvied the
SILUONT ma2nor. 2ut in the memory of “uebecers 3ZILICHT must ~lways remain
more particularly connected with the C-ldwell fz2mily - %three ~ener=2tions
of =hom occupied iis =zpacious hzlls = Colozel Ilen 721dwell o vwas
srominent in the defence of Tuevec during the imerican invasion, kis

son, John, and his zrandson, Jir Henry Czldwell. It was this 2istoric

nroperty that “eorge Takeham zcauired and converted into the BZLLONT RETREAT

where :
"wealthy patients are treated with that delicate czre which

they could not sxpect in a crowded a2svlum.”

TTIETIIT A

To cerve the ~rowing clientele of his f=ther's 3ILIONT RETREAT, Drs
william Yakeham took leave of his Gaspé nractice in 1876 %o hecome head
of the medical ctaff in the tre=tment of cases of inveterate éleoholism
and insanity. The Canadien edical “eview for 1278-1379 referred to the
work of the BILIONT 22TREAT and to the life-leng intcrest in and study of

Dipsomania of its medical iirector, Dr.7illiam Takeham. "his important



T
asvect of is czreer was evidently not kzown fo such =uthors 2s lorgan
who ~oted in his CANADIAN I=N AID OIEN OF 708 TILE that Dr. ‘akeham had
- . - ~ , . 1 - - +
~uccessfully »recticed nis profession et Gospe scsin ur %0 nis appointment

to command the Tisheries Trotection Zervice is the Lower Flver zni Zulf of

Jt. Lawrence in 1879.

In turning to recz1ll of the new career on which Dr..illiznm TizXenam
amberked in 1879 rome siriking and iatri-uing szarallels are evident in
*he 1ife of the pioneer Overseer of the Ticheries, Dr,Pierre “ortin
2nd t-at of Dr. zkeham,wno would mointain 2nd extend the work of his

e

credecessor iz that nost. Zoth =men, g=aduzates of 'eGill in redicine, had

vracticed their nrofession in situations of -zrticular stress - Dr.Zortin

BELI'ONT ZEZTREAT - -efore turing to a new cmreer in the Tisheries Jervice.
Teither man merried. Zoth h-d early ~military experience - Dr..ortin during

the ‘ontreal Riots and Dr. akeham at the Roval School of "ilitary Iastruction-
in the course of which each h2d displaved outstznding qualities if initiative
and leadership. “he two men were not mere accuzintances dut were zood friends
for Dr.Fortin often iravelled with Commander ‘akeham on his Tisheries
Protestion Patrol vessel., It would appear that each man had made the decision
to leave medical practice out of a conviction that t-ey could serve their
country and fellow men more effectively ani widely in the Fisheries Service.
And in that service each man often had the occazsion to use his.medical

xnowledge 2nd skill in visiting the menv isolated communities of the Gulf

of St.Lawrence.

"Then Commander Takeham z2ssumed his new role as Oversser of the Fisheries

in the summer of 1879 he found *hat the Tovernment was vithout a vessel

o

for vperticular 2ssignment to the Ticheries Zervice. Conse-uently, Zor the

1879 and 1280 seasons he was oxlized to travel on the wessel I POLEON




Adetziled to !zrine and Lizhthouse 4uty. "his was a mos? uwazatizfactory
~ituation for the Tisheries Service ard one ¥hat was dedlored «iron~ly
in Oar~mander . akeham's “irst %wo iunuel Zeports So the inister of l'Zrire
and Tizheries. Tis first iunual Zeport -i-ted, In nard:
" T have S-e honor ~-rewith to fender rou my Tirst re-ort
An the state oF the Tizheries i my Division Jor *he se=son

just closed. Ais I was otly z-~mpinted to

the summer oad have not vet had it in mv tower to visit all

the districis unier =7 szuvervision, I sh21l not r4tempt to
wnke 20 exhenied renort.scese
I tynst +-2%t next zsason T =27y te in a2 nosition “o 32Y that

T heve visited the e tire coast; i% will be impessitle to

Ao this unless %the Denartment sees fit *o furnish me with

a suitable wessel to renlace the one lost in 1878. It is
aosolutely necessz that 2 vessel be furnished for this
Service.....the extent and vzlue of our fisheries arnd the

fact that o larze r~umber of Soreign wvessels D7SS 21mo3t th
= -

entire open

justify our

~eason i~ our waters, would of itself =2lone

Government in having a2 Tisheries

Tessel alwvays oresent in the Culf durinz the

Trotection

fishing season

veeosIt is impossible to combine the Tisheries Service with

that of Lighthouses =2s has been %tried this Seas0Neas”

Avpended to Commander rakehem's Tirst Annual Report zre t=hles of

information of

~uch interest to Gaspesians. The following 1is typical:
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From a table of vessels outbound in the same year from the Fort of
"ew Carlisle, listing more than thirty ships, z2re to be found the
following ovmers: J,P, LE GRAND; R,STZELE; R.H, ONTGOMERY; ROBERT FAIR;
Re. BIJOUZTTE; LE 30UTILLIZR BROTHERS; CHARLES RC3IN CO, (C.R.C.)

The destinations of these vessels included: 3:iRBADOS; RIO DE JAKEIRO;

PERNALBUCO; JIRSEY; FRENCH ST,PESTERS; BOSTON; BAHIA; NIWFCUNDLAND.

Among the Gaspé vessels engzaged in the coasting trade alons the Iorth
Shore of the Gulf reference iz found to the PROVIDENCE, 48 tons, CAPTAIN
DAVID LAW of New Carlisle, the CLVERINE, 40 tons, CAPTAIN E, ADAMS of Gaspé,
the FLYING FISH, 48 tons, CAPTAIN XICHARD IILLIR of Gaspe 2nd the SPZEDY,

55 tons, CAPTAIN BEN ASLIN of Gaspe:

Though whaling was in decline bty the vear 1379, it was reported that
the whalers of Taspe Bay had killed thirteen whales and o%t2ined 8015

zallons of whale oil.
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Dapticular mention was made in Communder Takxenan's “irct revort of

E-

tne euyccess of “ishermen Trom Jouslzstovm Tiziing out of McDonzld's Cove,

inticosti Izland., It was stated hat:
"muey are zrmonz the best Tiszhermen on the coast and

varticularly thrifty".
Totwithataniing Mig ur~ent pleas %o tae yowermment Tor a ressel

e used exclusively iz the "izheries .zrvice, Oarmmender =zehzm had o

wadt mtil the season of 1331 “iefore e taok co~mznd of T.A CJLTDIZITE.
Y e {0 s o s B s s R b0 ~unl Zenort Tor 1380 e noted Tt frere -=d

“oen & =iz-ificant lecline in %he ‘outh Shore “ishery. Tiny “isnernmen hed

i

1eft the Const to move to the est; others were =eeking “heir livelilood
in the lumber camps of Fzhos and 'zazdalen Ziver in Jaspesia =22d in *hose
sf the Oitawa Valley and “ichirzan, T.S.i, Cummer -=les of mmusual violence
nhad wrousht havoe with chivping end fishing ir th lf. A4 number of
Gaspé's fiching and trz2ding schooners had bheen Ariven ashore in Enzlish
Bay, Anticosti Island, the steamship OTTER and the “2raue TTITLICO hzd been
+vecked off Test Fcint =nd EZllis Ray, .nticosti, resvectively. Zis revort
stronsly recommended the laving of submarine, communications cables to

the 'z=dalen Islands 2nd the orth “hore and that 2 vowerful

in
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~alvage tug be stationed at Gaspé where a floating dock or marine slip

should be provided for the repair of vessels.

mith the season of 1881 Commander 'z2keham was finally able to
command his proper patrol vessel and establish a vattern of vovages
for “isheries protection. It will be the z2im of Part II of this zccount
to rec~11 is subsequent czareer and the highlirhts o7 his work and

=i-nificant accomplishments.



